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Dear Mr Davies

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND ACT) 1997

EDINBURGH AND THE LOTHIANS STRUCTURE PLAN

FINAL MODIFICATIONS

The Scottish Ministers have decided to approve the Edinburgh and the Lothians Structure Plan which was submitted on 23 June 2003.  In reaching their decision they have considered all representations and objections made to them in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Structure and Local Plans)(Scotland) Regulations 1983.  In addition to the matters taken into account in the Plan as submitted, the Scottish Ministers have considered such other matters as they thought relevant.

The Plan is approved subject to a number of modifications, which are set out in Annex A to this letter.  At Annex B are comments on objections made to the Scottish Ministers during public consultation on the submitted Plan and on the draft modifications where the Scottish Ministers have not accepted the substance of the objections and, as a consequence, propose no modifications to the Plan.

Of particular importance are the modifications concerned with ensuring the provision of a five year housing land supply and requiring early review of the plan.  The Executive will take an active part in the approach to the review and the issues it will address.  It will expect the review to set out a long term settlement strategy highlighting the strategic choices facing the region in terms of infrastructure capacity and landscape quality, including the impact of alternative scenarios on the green belt.  It will expect the strategy to be informed not just by an overall assessment based on household projections but a finer disaggregation of housing requirements based on a common assessment of housing needs across the city region supported by all local authorities.  The plan will need to be developed in close association with the private sector and key infrastructure providers, including the Executive’s Trunk Roads - Network Management Division.  It will also need to demonstrate that it has taken account of and responded to market signals.

Whilst the Scottish Ministers’ approval of the Plan, as modified, is founded primarily on the consideration of policies and proposals, it relates to the plan as a whole.  It should be understood that the Scottish Ministers’ approval of the Plan does not convey approval of any matter therein for any other statutory purpose.  In particular, it does not commit the Scottish Ministers, or any other Government department, to the payment of grant on any particular project or to the amount or timing of any capital expenditure.  Approval does not extend to other documents submitted with the plan, such as the Action Plan, the Supplementary Statement or the Urban Housing Capacity Study.

The Plan shall become operative on 21 June 2004.

The foregoing decision is final, subject to the right, conferred by Section 238 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, of any person aggrieved by the Scottish Ministers’ decision to apply to the Court of Session within 6 weeks from the date of publication of the first notice of the approval of the Plan, whereby the Court may quash the decision if satisfied that it is not within the powers of the Act or that applicant’s interests have been substantially prejudiced by a failure to comply with any requirement of the Act.

I am sending a copy of this letter and annexes to the Planning Conveners and Heads of Planning of the four Lothians Councils and to all those who have made representations since the Plan was submitted. 

Yours sincerely

KEN JOBLING

Principal Planner
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